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As they rode homeward silently, Rosie, sitting between, felt a rush of
hate for both—for her mother for begging, for her father for denying her
mother. I wish this old Ford would crash, right now, she thought, then

immediately, no, no, I wish my father would laugh, but it was too late:



already the vision had passed through her mind of the green pick-up
crumpled in the dark against one of the mighty eucalyptus trees they
were just riding past, of the three contorted, bleeding bodies, one of

them hers. (12)
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Suddenly, her mother knelt on the floor and took her by the
wrists. “Rosie,” she said urgently, “Promise me you will never marry!”
Shocked more by the request than the revelation, Rosie stared at her
mother’s face. Jesus, Jesus, she called silently, not certain whether she
was invoking the help of the son of the Carrascos or of God, until there
returned sweetly the memory of Jesus’s hand, how it had touched her
and where. Still her mother waited for an answer, holding her wrists so

tightly that her hands were going numb. She tried to pull free. Promise,



her mother whispered fiercely, promise. Yes, yes, I promise, Rosie said.
But for an instant she turned away, and her mother, hearing the
familiar glib agreement, released her. Oh, you, you, you, her eyes and
twisted mouth said, you fool. Rosie covering her face, began at last to
cry, and the embrace and consoling hand came much later than she

expected. (19)
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“You're crazy.” He said it softly and deliberately, for he wanted
her to know that he meant it with all the hatred in his soul. ...Her face
revealed only the same little tight frown that he had seen many times
before. He waited, hoping that she would scream and rant and cry and
denounce him, tearing asunder with fury and slender bond that held
them together still, and set him free. ...

She shrugged without actually moving. “That is what they all
say. They who claim to be Japanese. I see it in their faces and I feel it
on their lips. They say I am crazy, but they do not mean it. They say it
because they are frightened and because they envy my strength, which
is truly the strength of Japan. ...

“ Not your strength, crazy woman, crazy mother of mine. Not
your strength, but your madness which I have taken. Look at me!” He
gripped her wrists and wrenched them away from her face. “I'm as
crazy as you are. See in the mirror the madness of the mother which is

the madness of the son. See. See!” (42-43)
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Dead, he thought to himself, all dead. For me, you have been
dead a long time, as long as I can remember. You, who gave life to me
and to Taro and tried to make us conform to a mold which never existed
for us because we never knew of it, were never alive to us in the way
that other sons and daughters know and feel and see their parents. But
you made so many mistakes. It was a mistake to have ever left Japan.
It was a mistake to leave Japan and to come to America and to have
two sons and it was a mistake to think that you could keep us
completely Japanese in a country such as America. ...Suddenly I feel
sorry for you. Not sorry that you are dead, but sorry for the happiness
you have not known. So, now you are free. Go back quickly. Go to the

Japan that you so long remembered and loved, and be happy. (186)
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Question No. 27: Are you willing to serve in the armed forces of the United States on
combat duty wherever ordered?

Question No. 28: Will you swear unqualified allegiance to the United States of
America and faithfully defend the United States from any or all
attack by foreign or domestic forces, and foreswear any form of
allegiance or obedience to the Japanese emperor, to any other
foreign government, power or organization? (Weglyn 136)

2) 71'77’7[3%’&/ J— e AR TH e TAYVIEE L THERLTBY . KAD/ —
AR o TENWERESDN TS, LT AV DS TH B RS

’C’bx FANGNT REOHLIERETELS Y | RENTAERTIZO—AEDH Lo

7o BALDIV TV NAMIIRIENE S A, FHMI A 521T 5 DIk DsER ., 19T0FRIZ 72>

ThbDZ EThD, 7L <IFFrank Chin i,



51 Rk

Cheung, King-Kok. Articulate Silences: Hisaye Yamamoto, Maxine Hong Kingston, Joy
Kogawa. Ithaca: Cornell UP, 1993.

---, “Introduction.” Yamamoto, Hisaye. Seventeen Syllables and Other Stories. New York:
Kitchen Table, 1988. xi-xxv.

---, ed. Words Matter: Conversation with Asian American Writers. Honolulu: U of Hawaii
P, 2000.

Chin, Frank. “Afterword: In Search of John Okada.” Okada, John. No-No Boy. Seattle: U
of Washington P, 1976.

Fakny--Fro— [BEREOFAEENEN OO - thary ] KREFZHT
KWE R, A FrE 4L, 19814 (Chodorow, Nancy. The Reproducing of
Mothering. Berkeley: U of California P, 1978.)

Kahane, Claire. “The Gothic Mirror.” The (M)other Tongue: Essays in Feminist
Psychoanalytic Interpretation. Ed. Garner, Shirley Nelson, Claire Kahane,
Madelon Sprengnether. Ithaca: Cornell UP, 1985. 334-351.

IRBAT Ve F =L A= T ¢ Tatte 7 A U B EMER— kg bR~ B0
ELEEMR, 20064F

M2 3L ERFEG ) AR T, FERELA, S SER 230k 3R TRt sk 30y
—HT b LA AN L DA OBAR] BT . I x0T 7 EHEL 19994

Okada, John. No-No Boy. Seattle: U of Washington P, 1976.

Sato, Gayle K. Fujita. “Momotaro’s Exile: John Okada’s No-No Boy. Lim, Shirley Geok-lin
and Amy Ling ed. Reading the Literature of Asian America. Philadelphia: Temple
UP, 239-258.

VERRIE N THITH 2T A U A SCACBIT 2582 TIER AR (NGB ] $1TEE2,
20114F. 141-154.

Sugiyama, Naoko. “Issei Mothers’ Silence, Nisei Daughters’ Stories: The Short Fiction of
Hisaye Yamamoto. Comparative Literature Studies. Vol. 33, No.1. 1996. 1-14.

Yamamoto, Hisaye. “Seventeen Syllables.” Seventeen Syllables and Other Stories. New
York: Kitchen Table, 1988. 8-19.

Yogi, Stan. “Rebels and Heroines: Subversive Narratives in the Stories of Wakako
Yamauchi and Hisaye Yamamoto. Lim, Shirley Geok-lin and Amy Ling ed.
Reading the Literature of Asian America. Philadelphia: Temple UP,131-150.

Weglyn, Michi. Years of Infamy: The Untold Story of America’s Concentration Camps.
New York: Morrow, 1976.



